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13: Parenting in the United States

Intro Clip
Viviana:
Come on, mom.

Martha:
You can't stay out that late.  Your curfew's ten o'clock.

Viviana:
But it's Kim's birthday.  Everyone is staying until midnight.

Martha:
I said no.

Viviana:
Why not, mom?

Martha:
Because I said so and I'm your mother.

Viviana:
Excuse me?  Well, I'm going to Kim's party and I'm going to come home at midnight because I'm your daughter.

Martha:
Listen to me, (inaudible)–

Narrator:
Freeze!  Aachoo!  Hi.  Sorry I interrupted.  Rosalinda and I stayed out late last night.  And I caught a nasty cold.  Aachoo!  Yes, I’m at my mother's house.  She took care of me all night.  This morning she had to go to work.  You know, it's difficult to be a good parent.  It takes patience, love and dedication.


In today's episode you will learn how important it is for parents and children to communicate.  You will also learn about adjectives.  Adjectives are words that describe things or people, for example, this Martha.  She is a parent.  Right now she is an angry parent.  She is not a calm parent.  Angry and calm are both adjectives.  Easy isn't it?  This is going to be a good lesson.  Hey, good is also an adjective.


But now, let's get back to the story.  

Story Start-Up Clip
Narrator:          And action!

Martha:
You're too young.  I have too many things to worry about.  The last thing I want is to worry about you staying out late.  The answer is no.  And that's final.

Viviana:
But mom!

Martha:
Now get ready for school!  Your father will be here any minute and I'm almost late to work.

Viviana:
Hi, dad.

Dad:
What's the matter?  Did you skip breakfast?

Viviana:
No.  Mom just doesn't get it.

Dad:
Oh, I know that very well.

Viviana:
I can go to Kim's birthday party, right?

Dad:
Sure.

Viviana:
And come home around midnight?

Dad:
Midnight!

Viviana:
What's the big deal?

Dad:
No, no, no, no, no.  I am not going to allow my daughter to stay out until midnight.

Viviana:
Why not?

Dad:
There are boys this party, right?

Viviana:
Yeah.

Dad:
Well, you are not ready to be with boys.

Viviana:
How do you know?

Dad:
Oh, I know.  You are not going to Kim's party because I say so and I am your father.

Viviana: 
Oh great.  Now I can't even go to the party.

Viviana:
My parents just won't let me.

Friend:
Why not?

Viviana:
They both still think I'm 12 years old.  They say I'm too young.

Friend:
Too young?  Hello!  You're 17.

Viviana:
My mom thinks I'll start dating then I'll leave school and have a baby like she did.

Friend:
But your mom knows that you learned from her mistakes, doesn't she?

Viviana:
No, she doesn't.  We don't talk much or spend much time together anymore.

Friend:
But she knows you're not going to leave school.  I mean, you're a smart girl.  You're Miss I-Never-Have-Any-Problems in school.  Have you ever even been to the counselor's office?

Viviana:
No.

Teacher:
Viviana? 

Viviana:
Yes?

Teacher:
You need to go to the counselor's office.

Friend:
I guess there's a first time for everything.  What did you do?

Viviana:
I don't know.

Mr. Flores:
Martha, sweetheart.  You're a little late.

Martha:
No.  I am never late (inaudible).

Mr. Flores:
Honey.  I told you before.  You don't have to take the bus.  I am happy to drive you to work.

Martha:
No, thank you (inaudible).

Mr. Flores:
Please, baby.  Don't call me (inaudible).  We're a big happy family.  Call me Corny.

Martha:
Well, Corny, thank you for the offer, but I prefer taking the bus.  And please, don't call me baby.

Mr. Flores:
Oh, you're a difficult woman, Martita.  I like that.

Martha:
I'm a hard working woman.  That's different.

Mr. Flores:
Just remember, one day you will want a ride from me.

Martha:
Just remember that I will never want a ride from you.

Mr. Flores:
We'll see about that.

Friend:
He asked you to call him Corny?

Martha:
I don't think he knows what that means in English.

Friend:
Hey, Martha, what's the matter?

Martha:
I'm just so busy with work, bills, and now I'm having problems with Viviana.

Friend:
Problems with Viviana?  But she's a great student and a really nice kid.

Martha:
That's the problem.  She's not a kid anymore.  And she never listens to me.

Friend:
The same with my Juan Carlos.  That's the problem with kids in this country.  They don't listen to their parents.

Martha:
I know.  Viviana needs more discipline.

Friend:
Send Viviana back to Mexico if she gives you trouble.  I'm going to send Juan Carlos back to Mexico if he gives me problems.

Martha:
I've been thinking about sending her to her grandmother.  I'll miss her.  But maybe it's best.

Friend:
Yes, for her own good.

Life Skills clip

Mr. Marcus:
Yeah, you know if we get that dance group, it's going to be a great festival.  Yeah.  Hold on.  Come in.

Viviana:
 You wanted to see me?

Mr. Marcus:
Yes, Viviana.  Please have a seat.  


Yeah, so you take of that, okay?  Okay, bye.

Viviana:
Am I in trouble?

Mr. Marcus:
Trouble?  No, you're not in trouble.  Just the opposite.  I want you to join our gifted program.  

Viviana:
Gifted program?  But isn't that for really smart people?

Mr. Marcus:
That's why I'm asking you.

Viviana:
Really?

Mr. Marcus:
Absolutely.  You deserve it.  Are you interested?

Viviana:
I am!  But, do I need my parents' permission?

Mr. Marcus:
Yes, you do.

Viviana:
I don't know.  My mom is really mad at me right now.  I don't think she'll give me permission.

Mr. Marcus:
But won't she be happy to hear you're a good student?  I'll tell you what.  Let me handle it.  Just tell her I want to talk to her, okay? 

Viviana:
Okay.  

Mr. Marcus:
Okay.

Viviana:
Thanks, Mr. Marcus.

Mr. Marcus:
Congratulations.  

Viviana:
Thank you.

Viviana:
Dad, I have great news.

Dad:
Your mom buying you a new car?

Viviana:
No, dad.  I'm going to be in the gifted program!

Dad:
In what program?

Viviana:
You know, it's for students who get really good grades or have special talents.

Dad:
You mean, special classes.

Viviana:
It's a great opportunity, dad.  It will help me get into college later.

Dad:
I don't think so, Viviana.  Your friends will make fun of you if you join that program.  It's a terrible idea.

Viviana:
Well I think it's a great idea.  I know mom will agree with me.

Dad:
We'll see about that.

Viviana:
Hey, mom.

Martha:
Hi, Viviana.  How was school?

Viviana:
Good, mom.  My counselor, Mr. Marcus, called me in today.  He wants to talk to you.

Martha:
Wants to talk to me?  What did you do?

Viviana:
What do you mean what did I do?

Martha:
You did something.

Viviana:
I was picked to be in a special gifted program, mom.  Why do you always think I did something wrong?  Why can't you think I did something right for a change?

Martha:
Don't disrespect your mother!  Viviana!  Viviana!  That's it.  That's it!

Dora:
Ola, Martha.  What are you doing?

Martha:
Dora.  Viviana's in big trouble.

Dora:
Oh no, really?

Martha:
Yes.  I think I'll have to send her to Mexico.  I need to ask you for a favor.

Dora:
Sure, what is it?

Martha:
Please tell Mr. Cook I won't be there tomorrow because I need to go to Viviana's school.

Dora:
No problem.

Martha:
Thank you.

Dora:
Bye.

Woman:
Here you go.

Martha:
Excuse me.  I want to take my daughter out of school.  What office do I go to?

Woman:
The attendance counter is right over there.

Martha:
Thank you.

Mr. Marcus:
Ms. Cardone?  

Martha:
Hm?

Mr. Marcus:
Oh, it's good to see you.  But it wasn't necessary for you to come here.  We could have talked over the phone.

Martha:
I didn't come here to talk to you, Mr. Marcus.  I came to take my daughter out of school.

Mr. Marcus:
What?  Why?

Martha:
Mr. Marcus.  Living in the United States has made her disrespectful.  I'm sending her back to Mexico to stay with her grandmother.  That way she'll learn to respect me.

Mr. Marcus:
Ms. Cardona, I don't believe Viviana is disrespectful.  She's a very smart and independent young woman.  She likes to do things her own way but–

Martha:
Exactly.  I can't allow that.

Mr. Marcus:
Ms. Cardona, I understand how you feel.  Please.  Viviana is one of eight students we want for our gifted program.  This is a fantastic opportunity for her.  Please!  Don't take her out of school.  Give your daughter that chance.  

Narrator:
And freeze! 

Grammar clip
Narrator:      
Wow.  Do you think Martha will send Viviana back to Mexico or will she allow her daughter to go into the gifted program?  Aachoo!  We'll find out soon.  But first, let's do today's lesson.


Adjectives describe nouns, for example, my mother is a beautiful and smart woman.  Hehehe.  Here are some other examples.  Watch and listen.


She knows you're not going to leave school.  I mean, you're a smart girl.


Oh, you're a difficult woman, Martita.


I'm a hard working woman.


She's a great student and a really nice kid.

Narrator: 
Good job.
Making Choices - A Clip
Narrator:
Now let's get back to our exciting story.  Exciting is an adjective and story is a noun.  And action!

Martha:
Mr. Marcus, I appreciate your concern for my daughter.  Maybe she is a gifted student but she's also a disrespectful daughter.  I'm sending Viviana back to Mexico.

Martha:
Excuse me.

Woman:
May I help you?

Viviana:
Mom!  Mom!  How can you check me out of school?

Martha:
I've had enough.  You disrespect me.  You disobey me.  That's it!  I'm sending you back to Mexico.  Vamanos.

Viviana:
Back to Mexico?!  Fine.  If you don't want to see me again, I promise you won't ever see me again!

Martha:
Viviana!  Viviana!  Oh, my gosh she drives me crazy.

Police officer:
I'm so sorry, Ms. Cardona.  We've looked everywhere but we can't find your daughter.

Martha:
God.  It's been more than a week.  

Police officer:
We'll keep trying but I can't promise anything.

Martha:
Oh, Viviana, please come back.  I’m so sorry.  [Crying]

Narrator:
This is not a good situation.  Viviana is gone and Martha is miserable. 

Making Choices - B Clip

Narrator: 
Let's give Martha another chance, okay?       And action!

Martha:
So, Mr. Marcus, what exactly is this gifted program all about?

Mr. Marcus:
Great.  Step into my office and I'll tell you all about it.

Martha:
Okay.

Mr. Marcus:
She will take advanced courses and get work experience.  

Martha:
Work experience?

Mr. Marcus:
Yes, that's right.  She'll learn about important topics of the work environment.  That's my class.  She'll even help the community like volunteer at the library, bring food to the homeless and even teach people to read and write.

Viviana:
Well, I'd love to help teach people to read and write.  

Martha:
That is nice.  

Mr. Marcus:
This helps our students when they go to college.

Martha:
College?  College, Viviana?

Mr. Marcus:
Viviana is a very bright young woman.  You should be very proud.

Martha:
I am so sorry, Viviana.  I had no idea.  

Viviana:
I'm sorry, too.  We need to talk more.

Martha:
You're right.  I've just been so busy with my own things.  I forgot what's really important.  I promise from now on we will talk, a lot.

Viviana:
And since we're talking, can I go to Kim's party and stay until midnight?

Martha:
Don't push it.

Mr. Marcus:
I'm telling you.

Viviana:
Okay, mom.

Mr. Flores:
Martha, Martha.  You don't need to put that on, you know.

Martha:
Why not?

Mr. Flores:
Because you're fired!

Review and Summary

Narrator:
Fired?!  Oh!  Can this be true?  We'll find out in our next episode.  In the meantime, remember, good parents always talk with their children.  We will see you next time here on English for All.  Right now, I'm going to try this special remedy my mother gave me.  
