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Workers and the Workplace

Episode Two: On the Job Health and Safety

INTRO clip

Narrator:
I see the future.  Three roses are going to appear.  Hello.  Welcome to English for All.  In today's episode you're going to learn about going to and will.  We often use going to and will when we talk about the future.  For example, I'm going to sell many roses today.  Ouch!  You're also going to learn about job safety today.  


Well, let's get back to our story.  We left Alejandro filling out an application in Miss Gilmore's office.  Will he get the job?  Let's see.

Story Start -up

Martha:
Alejandro, your application looks excellent.  

Alejandro:
Thank you.

Martha:
And your  computer courses will definitely help you on the job.  Alejandro, do you know La Valita, the restaurant we own on Fourth Street?

Alejandro:
Of course.

Martha:
I want to train you there first because it's less busy.  Then soon you can work at this restaurant.  That is, of course, if you accept the job.

Alejandro:
Oh yes, I will.  I mean, I accept the job, Mrs. Gilmore.  This is great.  Thank you.

Martha:
Wonderful.  Will you be able to start in two weeks?

Alejandro:
Two weeks?  Really?  Of course.

Martha:
Great!  Let's go see the restaurant.

Woman:
Thank you, Trana.

Martha:
Trana, I want you to meet our new assistant manager, Alejandro.

Trana:
Hey.

Martha:
Alejandro, as assistant manager, you will have many responsibilities.  First, you have to read this pamphlet.

Alejandro:
Job safety.  Okay, great.  I will read it tonight.

Martha:
Welcome aboard, Alejandro, our new assistant manager.

Alejandro:
Thanks.

(at Alejandro’s home)

Sophia:
Okay, okay.  Thank you for calling, Dr. Rosa.  Yes, yes, I will.  Okay, goodbye.  

Alejandro:
Sophia.

Sophia:
Hi!

Alejandro:
This is for you.

Sophia:
Thank you.

Alejandro:
Guess what?  I am going to be the new assistant manager of La Valita.

Sophia:
La Valita?
Alejandro:
Yes! 

Sophia:
What?

Alejandro:
I'll be in training there first, then when I'm ready I'll go Los Annos.

Sophia:
Wait–La Valita, Los Annos, I don't understand.

Alejandro:
They're owned by the same woman.

Sophia:
Uh huh.

Alejandro:
She offered me the job today!

Sophia:
Ah!  That's great!  Good!

Alejandro:
Oh, Sophie, I am so happy.  I am going to be the new assistant manager.  We're going to make more money.

Sophia:
Yes, but Alejandro–

Alejandro:
We're going to buy a new car–

Sophia:
Alejandro.

Alejandro:
And we're going to rent a bigger and better apartment.

Sophia:
Alejandro!

Alejandro:
What?

Sophia:
We’re going to have a baby!

Alejandro:
We're going to have a baby?

Sophia:
Yes.

Alejandro:
I'm going to be a father.  Oh, Sophia, this is the greatest day!  Let's celebrate!

Sophia:
Yes!  I'm late!  I have to go!

Alejandro:
Oh work.  Tell them you're sick.

Sophia:
You know I would love to do that but I can't.  I have to go but we'll celebrate later.  Bye!

Alejandro:
Bye.

Life Skills Clip

Alejandro:
(Sigh) Job safety.  I'm going to be a father.  I’m going to start a new job.  I will read this later.  I'm going to celebrate now!  [Laughs]

Alejandro:
Hi, Rick.

Rick:
Hey, Alejandro.  How are you doing today?

Alejandro:
Great.  This is the happiest day of my life.  I'm going to be the new assistant manager of La Valita my wife is going to have a baby.

Rick:
Hey, congratulations!

Alejandro:
Thanks.  I want to celebrate.  Give me your best.  Rick's special lemonade.

Rick:
Rick's special it is.  When do you start your new job?

Alejandro:
In two weeks.  I'm very excited, except the owner gave me this silly thing to read.

Rick:
Oh, job safety huh?  I read something like this too when I started here.  I learned a lot.

Alejandro:
Really?

Rick:
Absolutely.  I thought I knew everything about job safety but I was wrong.

Alejandro:
But what's so dangerous about working in a bar?

Rick:
Well, at work you can never be too careful.  For example, I didn't know some cleaning chemicals can be dangerous.  It's a good idea to wear gloves when cleaning.  I also learned there's a wrong way and a right way to lift heavy objects.  And I learned it's important to put up warning signs when mopping the floors.  People can slip if they don't know the floor's wet.

Alejandro:
Yeah, but isn't that pretty obvious?

Rick:
Yeah, you're right but there can be some dangerous things on the job that you can't see or smell.  Plus, if you're going to be assistant manager, you're responsible for making sure everyone follows safety codes.  I think you should read that.

Alejandro:
Hm.  I guess you're right.  

Reysa:
Alejandro, I'm going to miss you.

Alejandro:
Ah, Reysa, I don't start my new job for two weeks.

Reysa:
I know, I know.  But I'm still going to miss you.  So did you tell Mr. Miller yet?

Alejandro:
No.  I will soon.  Hey, that shelf looks loose.

Reysa:
Yeah, it does.

Alejandro:
That's dangerous.  

Mr. Miller:
What's going on here?  Reysa, go mop the floors.  And Alejandro, go clean the tables.

Alejandro:
Mr. Miller?

Mr. Miller:
Yes, yes, what is it?

Alejandro:
I have something to tell you.

Mr. Miller:
Well, hurry up, Alejandro, we're going to be very busy tonight.

Alejandro:
Well, Mr. Miller.  I found another job.  I will begin to work in two weeks.

Mr. Miller:
You–you found another job.  Where?  

Alejandro:
Restaurant Los Anno.

Mr. Miller:
Los Anno's.  Across the street?  The competition?

Alejandro:
Huh.  

Mr. Miller:
Oh, they need bus boys, huh?

Alejandro:
Well, I'm not going to be a buy boy.  I'm going to be the new assistant manager.

Mr. Miller:
Ah, the new assistant manager.  Well, fine.  But for now, you still work for me.  And I told you to clean those tables!

Alejandro:
Well first, I should get the caution sign.

Mr. Miller:
Do you want to end your job now instead?  Two weeks without pay?

Alejandro:
No, sir.  I need the money.  My wife is going to have a baby.

Mr. Miller:
Then get over there and clean those tables, now!

Alejandro:
But the floor is very dangerous.

Mr. Miller:
Do it now!  Or go home.

Grammar clip

Narrator:
And freeze!  So, what do you think Alejandro is going to do?  Is he going to listen to Mr. Miller and clean the tables right away or is he going to get the caution sign?  Will he get fired?  We'll find out in a minute.  But first, today's lesson.  Let's review.  The future tense using will.  We use will plus a verb to talk about the future.  Do you remember Alejandro using will?


Okay, great.  I will read it tonight.

Well, Mr. Miller, I found another job.  I will begin to work in two weeks.

Another way to talk about the future is to use going to plus the infinitive of the verb.  I am going to show you some examples. 


I'm going to be the new assistant manager.


We're going to have a baby!

Sophia is telling us that there's a baby on the way.  Sophia's going to have a baby!  Great! 

Making Choices A clip

Narrator:
Choice A. Let's see what happens when Alejandro does not get the caution sign.  And action!

Alejandro:
But the floor is very dangerous.

Mr. Miller:
Do it now!  Or go home.

Man:
Boy, I'm hungry.

Mr. Miller:
Sir, watch out!

Man:
Oh!  Oh!

Mr. Miller:
I'm sorry, sir.  Sir?

Man.:
Oh!  Oh, my back.

Mr. Miller:
Oh, sir.  I am so sorry.

Man:
Are you the owner?

Mr. Miller:
Yes, I am.

Man:
I'm going to call a lawyer.  I’m going to take you to court.

Woman:
I'm a lawyer.  And I saw everything.  You and your restaurant are liable for this accident.

Mr. Miller:
But–but– Alejandro, you're fired!

Alejandro:
But–

Mr. Miller:
Get out!

Alejandro:
But my new job doesn’t start for another two weeks.  I need the money!  My wife is going to have a baby!

Mr. Miller:
Get out!

Narrator:
Oh, bad luck for Alejandro.  And somebody got hurt because safety precautions were not taken.  Oh well. 

Making Choices B clip

Narrator:
.Wait a minute!  We have one more choice.  Let's see what that is again.  Choice B, Alejandro gets the caution sign.  I like that much better.  Let's see what happens when he makes this choice.  And action!

Alejandro:
But the floor is very dangerous.

Mr. Miller:
Do it now!  Or go home.

Alejandro:
Mr. Miller.  I think I should get the caution sign.  If there is an accident, you could lose your restaurant.

Mr. Miller:
Alejandro, get back here.

Woman:
It's true sir.  I'm a lawyer.  If someone gets hurt, you could lose your restaurant.

Mr. Miller:
I knew that.

Man:
Boy, I'm hungry.

Mr. Miller:
Sir, be very careful.  Watch your step.  Let me show you to your table.


Alejandro, what are you doing now?

Alejandro:
Well, this is dangerous, Mr. Miller.  The brace is loose and there are too many cans of food on the shelf.  

Mr. Miller:
Not with the safety stuff again, Alejandro.  There are tables that need to be cleaned.  Now get out to the dining area.

[Crash]

Reyza:
Alejandro!

Woman:
Oh, my God, what happened?

Review and summary

Narrator:
What happened to Alejandro?  Do you think he's okay?  You'll have to watch the next show to find out.  For now, let's review some of the English we learned today.  In this episode we learned how to use going to and will when we're talking about the future.  


Now remember, you have to practice, practice, practice your English.  Join me next time to see what happens to Alejandro on the next English for All! 
